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On the Present STATE of the THEATRE. 


A Letier from a Gentleman in Town, to bis Friend 
im the Weft. 


- 


Dear S I R; . 
Ce SHevsa OU fee I have beet much longer in Town 
in & =) : 








| than I expected. It would be no very agree- 
able Entertainment, to tell you the little, 
» accidental, tirefome Circumftances that have 
* retarded my fettling of the Affair, which I 
came up about: Nor indeed, am I myfelf 
very fond of dwelling much upon them in 
my Memory. As you mention the fying 
Accounts which you hear of the Theatre in the Country ; 
am very glad to have fo good an Excufe both to you and to 
myfelf, for writing to you on a Subject of meer Amufement, 
which I know was always a favourite one of yours. 

Vou. Ih Kkk , One 


a6) 


Ae 









(8 
M9} |) 


















382 Th: MUSEUM: Or the 


One of the Managers refolved this Winter to take a Step, 
which if he had known or underftood his true Intereft, he 
would have taken long ago. That was, to engage al! 
the principal Actors to play in one Houfe. The only 
thing that could poffibly prevent him from doing this be- 
fore, was the high Salaries at which they rated them- 
felves ; and in my Opinion not unreafonably : For while the 
Revenues of the Stage are meerly an Affair of private Emo- 
lument, 1 don’t fee why the eminent Players fhould be con- 
demned, for endeavouring to fhare in the large Profits arifing 
from the Company which = bring together. However, 
Rich has now come up to their Prices; and has by this Means 
got Sains Garrick, Mrs. Cibber, and Mrs. Pritchard to the 
new Houfe. The Confequence has been, that the Stage was 
never, in my Memory, fo fafhionable ; not even in the 
Time of Mrs. Oldfield’s higheft Fame. A good Tafte both of 
Aéting and of Plays themfelves, is much more general than 
I ever expected to have feen it ; and thofe who are fkilled in 
fuch Matters, tell me, that Rich will be a greater Gainer this 
Seafon than has been known for thefe many Years ; and that 
too, without the Affiftance of almoft a tingle Dancer. In 
fhort, he has put the Opera out of Countenance ; and even 
endangered the Empire of Whifk itfelf. 

J remember, when you and I were laft in Town together, 
fome Years ago, we were eternally repining at the wretched 
Condition of the Stage. = was then at the Head of his 
Fraternity ; but a very different Man from what he is at 
prefent, and meerly a bad Copy of Booth ; with all his 
Mouthing and Pageantry, but without his mufical Elocution, 
or his Dignity. Whether Time or Emulation has had the 
greateft Hand in improving him, | know not; but certain 
it is, that he is improved, beyond what you will really imae 
gine. He has got much more Variety, and much 
more Spirit. He was always a_tolerably juft Speaker ; 
but then he was hardly any thing more; he recited, 
rather than aéted. In this indeed he refembled his Prede- 
ceflor Booth; and in my Opinion he ftill retains too much 
ef the deep Rotundity of his Pronunciation, and the formal 
deliberate Sway ofhis Motion. But I have lately feen him do 
fome Things in Tragedy, more in Charaéter, and with 
greater Strength of P2ffion than I ever remember Bosth. I 
have not yet feen him do any thing in Comedy, but Falfaff, 
where I affure you he wants nothing, and has hardly any 
thing too much. As for Garrick, he has given me fo many 
new Ideas in Acting, that I am not fure you will underftand 
what 
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what I now write to you, till you have feen him. He had no 
Mafter, and it was better for him that he had none ; 
for by that means he efcaped the Drudgery of copying his 
Manner, from any other Player: Which hardly ever fuc- 
ceeds well ; becaufe Faults are more eafily imitated than Ex- 
cellencies. He is not fo good a Reciter as Quin, but a better 
Player; and though when you are much at Leifure to attend, 
ke does not fatisfy your Ear fo well, yet in {trong Touches 
he always affects your Paffions more. He does not in later 
Tragedies appear to half the Advantage as in Shakefp ar : 
probably becaufe our modern Poets abound more in Detcrip- 
tion and Declamation, and have fewer of thofe Strokes of 
Paffion, which are aftonifhing and yet natural. His ction 
is an excellent Comment upon Shake/pear ; and »ith all 
the Pains which you have taken with your favourite Author, 
you don’t underftand him fo well, 2s if you knew the fupple- 
mental Lights which Garrick throws upon him. He fome- 
times puts me in Mind of what the Wits of the laft Age 
ufed to fay of Betterton, and what our Neighbour old Mr.L— 
fo gravely brings out fometimes in Company ; that he was 
born to a&? what Shakefpear was born to write: Yet I fancy 
there muft be a good deal of Difference between them ; and 
though Garrick cannot have fo much of that fedate mafcu- 
line Dignity, yet I queftion whether cven Betterton was fo 
terrible or fo moving. 

Mrs. Cibber’s Province is Tragedy ; and there I think fhe 
is incomparably the beft Actrefs I ever faw: more elegant 
and engaging than Mrs. Porter, and much more a gee 
than Mrs. Oldfield. She excells in the fofter Diftreffes of 
Tragedy : but there are fome very fpirited Characters in which 
fhe has been at leaft as much admir’d. Mrs. Pritchard per- 
haps you remember, before fhe had greatly diftinguifhed her- 
felf. She is one of the jufteft and moft graceful Speakers I 
ever heard; and if fhe have not. fo much paffionate Expref- 
fion as Mrs. Cibber, yet fhe plays rather truer; fo as never 
to offend you. She excells in Comedy, as well as in 
Tragedy. 

And thus, Sir, I have given you at large a Defcription of 
our moft favourite Players; and that with fo much Seriouf- 
nefs and Solemnity, that if you have even juft rifen from 
Clarendon or Thuanus, yet you may go through my Epiftle, 
without being in the leaft Danger of having your Gravity 
difcompofed. 

In reality, you know I always talk of the Stage as avery 
ferious Thing ; and I look upon an Actor, who can enable 

Kkk 2 fuck, 
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juch a Poet as Shake/pear, to move fome thoufands of Spectae 
tors with virtuous Paffions, as a Man of no fmall Impor- 
tance in the Common-wealth. I have therefore often with’d 
that a little more Care had been taken by the Legiflature, ta 
tave our Players put upon a better Footing both with refpeck 
to their private Situation, and with refpeé to the Publick. 
bn former Times, when Plays were a mecr Holiday-Gam- 
bol in the King’s Houfhold, and Players pretty nearly upon 
the fame EftabJifhment with the King’s Fool or {corte their 
legal Character was proper enough. But now, that they are 
become Minifters of the moft rational Entertainment to a 
whole Nation, a free and mighty Nation, who pay them for 
their Services ; methinks they fhould be looked on as Officers 
or Servants of the Publick, and as vefted with a publick 
Truft, rather than as Inftruments of private Pleafure. By 
this Means we fhould have a much as Chance than at 
prefent, to leave the Theatre quite poffefled with the virtu- 
ous and magnanimous Sentiments of the Poet, without 
any Allay to that Pleafure, from refleciing on the dé- 
fpicable Charaéters of the Perfons who had impaired 
it. For Men efteem themfelves in proportion te the Cha- 
sacter which they bear in the World; and a Player, who 
knows that the Law of his Country reckons him a defpica- 
ble Man, converfant in a gracele/s Funé?ion, will have much 
Jefs Security from a gracelefs Condu@, than one who has a 
Name, and a due Degree of Dignity, rifing from the very 
Employment which he profeffes among his Countrymen. 
You will here be ready, I know, to reply, that there is no- 
thing in the prefent Situation of Players, which hinders them 
from deferving the Character of Men of Honour and Repute ; 
and you have Betterton and Adills yeady to produce as Proofs 
of it. IL allow it, and I know no ObjeGtion, why fome of 
the prefent Players fhould not ftand in the fame favourable 
Light ; and I am told they do. But I fpeak of their general 
Character and Situation; which, you muft own, is not the 
moft conducive to their ftanding in fuch a Light. 

At the fame time that I am thus zealous for'the raifin 
of their publick Name in the World, I muft own that i 
think the Publick has fome Demands upon them, which they 
ate not at preient ina Way of difcharging. I would have 
their Income fuch, as may fupport a Gentleman ; but I fee 
no Reafon why their Revenues fhould be larger, than that 
of many an honourableMerchant, and of many a worthySenator, 
T would have their Inclinations and Tafte coniulted inappointing 
tiem thejr Parts; but 1 would not have them indulged in faying 
they 
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they won’t act in fuch a Play, or won’t perform if fuch a one 
plays againft them: This 1 think fhould be determined by 
fome properer Judges, if fuch could be found. Above all, I 
would not fuffer them to feek Applaufe by performing vi- 
cious or immoral Characters, and fuch as are of dangerous 
Tendency to corrupt their Audience ; and in this lait Point, 
I am fure you are quite of my Mind. 

I have fill’d my Paper, to fatisfy once for all the Curiofi- 
ty which you have expreficd in feveral of your Letters. I 
hope when I write next, to be able to write fomething more 

ertinent to my Bufinefs here, and more favourable to my 
Defire of feeing fo good a Fricnd aguin foon, after fo long 
an Abfence. 

lam, &e. 


On SoLITUDE and SociETY. 


Avaspwonces cures CnTs00', AYPOKInS Kas wIyiaALty 
xa opn" Baas NTUYITEO's LTE aTLaYyAGrEg ELOV 
avicwrcs AVA WP, N ES THY CavT? uynr. 

M. An. lib. iv. cap. 3. 


OTH Sages and Fools are unanimous in their Admira- 

tion of Solitude, but both from different Motives. To 
the one it affords Scope to Contemplation, to the other Shel- 
‘ ter from Contempt. The Contented enjoy it, the Difcon- 
tented feek it. The Guilty need it, the Innocent love it. 
To feek the Shades of Retirement in order to admire more at 
Jeifure the Works of the Creation, to grow thereby as it were 
familiar with the Conceptions of Gop, to harmonize the 
Mind to Moral Beauty, by frequently contemplating upon 
Natural, and to anticipate in fome mcafure the Blifs of Hea- 
ven, upon Earth ;_ is a Refolution worthy a Being, whofu’ 
Soul is an Emanation of that eternal Source of Life and 
Light that created all Things. But I’m afraid the general 
Affe&tation for the Love of Solitude proceeds from different 
Caufes; and that the Abode of the truly Good and Great, 
is too often made an Afylum for Puiillanimity, Avarice, 
and Ill-nature. Are there anv difappointed in their worldly 
Views? they immediately fly hither, as the propereft Place 
to conceal the Poornefs ef Mind, too lttle and bafe to bear 
up againft Misfortunes. Is the Thirft of Gold the predomi- 
nant Paffion? Where can the Wretch find a more advanta- 
geous Situation, in which ke could work his Mole-hills? 


Is 
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Is the Mind diftemper’d and diffonant to Society? ’Tis here 
the Rebel to his Maker choofes to growl at Heaven, and 
gratify the re,ining Anguilh of his envious Soul, to behold 
it’s benignant Dew cherifhing the Earth. I can’t fay, whe- 
ther I read the little Modern Eflay-Writers upon this Sub- 
ject, with more Anger or Contempt; one would imagine 
from the Swarm of Political Scriblers, who blunder about 
what they have no Conception of, that the only Defence of 
Liberty, and Happinefs of Life, confifted in that unnatural 
Separation from the reft of our Species. Is any thing more 

lain, than that Gop defigned Men fhould live together ? 
For what Inconveniencies attend the folitary State of un- 
civiliz’d Nature? What numberlefs Advantages accrue alone 
from Society? ln fratu natura (fays PUFFENDORF) qwif- 
que propriis tantum viribus protegitur; in civitate omnium : 
1bi fructus ab induftria fua nemini certus; heic omnibus : ibi 
imperium affediuum, bellum, metus, paupertas, feeditas, foli- 
tudo, barbaries, igncrantia, feritas; heic imperium rationis, 
pax, fecuritas, divitie, ornatus, focietas, elegantia, fctentia, 
benevolentia. ‘Yo the former Condition evcry Man, whofe 
Morofenefs, or want of focial Virtues fecludes him from 
Society, isin a manner reduc’d: to the latter Emoluments 
the Good are admitted by Nature. The great Honours that 
were paid to the firit Legiflators, even fometimes Deification 
itfelf, evince how fenfible After-ages were of the Utility of 
Civil Compaéts ; nay even now, divefted of the fabulous 
Accounts of Antiquity, we pay a juft Veneration to the Me- 
mories of AMPHION, ORPHEUs, and the reft, who brought 
Mortals from the Caves and Dens of Wilderneffes, to co- 
habit in Cities, and enjoy tie Bleffings of mutual Aid and 
reciprocal Obligations. And yet with what foolifh Enthu- 
fiafm do fome Retrogrades in Perfeétion cail out upon Soli- 
tude! What Encomiums don’t they beftow upon original 
Brutality; and what Invectives don’t they caft indirectly 
againit the polite Arts of Life |! How often do _ they cry out 
in a rapturous Admiration of Ignorance, and extol thofe 
golden ‘Times, when as yet 


Nulla — mortailes preter fua littora, norant! 


Should we come to examine more nearly into the true Sen- 
timents of thefe Monkifh Preceptors, we fhould find, that 
their Benevolence and Knowledge is much lefs than even the 
narrow and fordid Terms of their Doétrine will exprefs ; for 
Men who detclt the World, are generally thofe that are 
juit] 
yually 
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juftly detefted by it, and can find no Satisfaction after their 
Difappointment, but from that Pelican-bred Pleafure in a 
fore’d Retaliation of Contempt. ’Tis from hence we hear 
fo many Murmurs againft prefent Times; “tis from hence 
Retirement becomes the Den of Mifery, which ought 
to be the Temple of Repofe. “Thus much has been faid 
of the Abufe of Solitude, and from what Motives the 
unnatural Affe€tation for an ill-plac’d Love of it proceeds : 
Let us now examine the other fide of the Queftion, and 
confider wherein its Utility may truly confift, and who are 
the propereft to enjoy it. That Solitude intrinfically in it- 
felf is neither good nor evil, but takes its Quality from the 
Difpofition of it’s Votaries, would be necdlefs to prove. The 
Sage who retires, not in a capricious Humour to detach him- 
felf from the World, but to contemplate for the Ufe of his 
Fellow-creatures ; and the Moralift who divefts himfelf a 
while of the common Cares of Life, to view his own Heart 
abftractedly, that he may be better qualified to act relative- 
mf afterwards, are the only Perfons to whom the Shades of 

etirement afford Pleafure or Inftruétion ; to thefe they appear 
like the Mahometan Paradife, whofe Groves are faid to yield 
the Fruit of Knowledge and Peace; to others they become a 
Pandemonium, and ten thoufand ugly Shapes are continually 
haunting ’em about. When the Philofopher enters this Di- 
vine Region, his Soul, as if it had pafs’d a Tranfmigra- 
tion, glows with a new-born Vigour, or rather affumes the 
State defcrib’d by Pit avo in the Phedon when it leaves 
the Body. The Silence of a rural Scene, the not unpleafing 
Horror of the varicd Light and Shade in the Woods, the 
Whifpering of the Trees, and the unbounded Profpect cf 
Heaven above, call up Mepitation, as by a Charm, 
and all her Train of intelletual Attendants. Behold sue 
comes, awfully moving to his paufing Eye! See! Inpo- 
LENCE and all her Court of felfifh Vices recede from her 
Prefence! Virtue precedes her, Beauty and TrRutH 
attend on each Side, and the laurell’d Sifterhood of Art 
and Sc1ENCE immediately follow. In her Hand fhe bears 
the faithful Record of all Ages, and prefents to his View 
Examples of whatever Wifdom, Valour, and Benevolence 
infpir’d. Here he reads the Inftitutions of SoLoN, there the 
Patriotifm of Curtius, and there the glorious Death of 
Socrates; whilft Honour excites a Divine Emulation to 
imitate fuch Godlike Examples. Thee are the Comforts that 
Retirement affords the Good, and the Good alone! For 
Defpair and Horror whifper in every Breeze to the Wic- 
ked, 
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ked, and even Silence itfelf becomes an ever-tormenting 
Companion. I fhall conclude this Efiay with a fmall De- 
fcription of an ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic on this Sub- 
ject. There was the Picture of a Mirror upon the Walls 
of a Temple at Mempuis, in which feveral beautiful, and 
feveral deform’d Pictures were viewing themfelves, which 
was called the Mirror of Solitude, ; the former feem’d juft- 
ly contented with their Appearances, but the latter had no 
fooner beheld their own Refemblance, than theit Curiofity 
was inftantly chang’d into the moft violent Difguft to the 
faithful Inftrument, that had given them, what they never 
would have recciv’d otherwife, a true Knowledge of them- 


felves. 
PHILARETES. 
DIALOGUE ox WOMEN. 
Io the Keeper of the Mtszum. 
SIR, 


HE rude Sketches I fent you of the Charaéters of fome 

of my Friends, having proved, as you inform me, not 
unacceptable ; and a Curiofity having been ftirred up in many 
of your Readers to fee with what Conformity each acquitted 
himfclf in our important Controverfy; I will now endeavour 
to fatisfy them, and fulfil my Promife. 

We had accepted the Invitation of Hone/tus, one of our Soci- 
ety, to pafs a Day or two with him at his Country Scat, a few 
Miles off ; accordingly three of us accompanied him in his 
Coach. Atour Arrival we found Phidogynes, who had been 
there fome Time before us: He had a Paper, and his Pen- 
ceil in his Hand. Upon our enquiring whether the Solitude 
and Silence of the Grove before him had infpired any Pocti- 
cal Compofition, he owned it had tempted him to venture 
the tranfiating of a favourite Ode of Anacreon. *Twas that 
upon the Jrrefi/fiblenefs of Female Beauty. At my Requetty 
after fonre modeft and unaffected Excufles for the li.correctnefs 
of his hafty Pesformanee, he read, as follows : 
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Guais xipata ravros, Se. Se, 
Her Creatures, Nature, good and wife, 
With fome peculiar Gift fupplies. 

The Hare on /wifte/? Feet is born : 

The Bull is arm’d with Strength of Horn, 
The Horfe with Hoof, the Bear with Paws, 
The Lion with wide op’ning Faws. 
‘On Wings the Birds through Ether glide, 
And Fifhes cut with Fins the Tide. 

Man, for more noble Ends defign’d, 

His Wifdom boafis, and reas’ning Mind. 

Jo Women then has partial Heaven 

For their Defence no Armour given ? 

Yes, Beauty’s theirs : A gift moft rare, 
And powerful beyond compare : 

All Strength is weak againft the Fair. 

To them the Wifeft, Braveft yield, 

The Cannon, Sword, and feven-fold Shield. 


This undeniable Truth of the almoft univerfal Influence of 
the Fair Sex over us, led me, continucd he, into a Chain of 
Reflections more ferious than you may imagine me capable of 
making ; which for the Reformation of fome among us, I 
will one Time or other communicate to you. If you mean 
me, faid Ruflicus with no fmall Emotion (who was ready to 
burft with linpatience to enter his Proteft,) you will certain- 
ly lofe your Labour. The Opinion [ have long maintained 
of that mifchievous Part of the Creation, is founded upon 
Reading and much Obfervati6n: and unlefs your Sophiftry 
can argue me out of my Reafon and Senfes, you will fcarce 
be able to alter it. But I am concerned that you, who are 
reputed, and defervedly, a Man above the common Level, 
fhould not only fpend half your Life in their trifling and un- 
edifying Company, but a great part of the Remainder in 
writing Sonnets, Acrofticks, Love-Elegies, and fuch-like Poe- 
tical Whipt-Sillabub. From thefe Symptoms I cannot but 
fufpe& that you are going to fill up the meafure of this Folly, 
by committing the greateft of all Indifcretions, Matrimony : 
Vor. Il. Lil which 
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which for the Friendfhip I bear you, I fhall be forry to hear- 
Or, what I rather with, has fome coquettifh Girl fallen lately 
in your Way, whom you fancy yourfelf defperately fond of 
for the prefent, and who will of Courfe be a Goddefs with 
you for about a Week; and during this Fit of Gallantry, 
the whole Sex, forfooth, is to be plufter’d for her Sake, 
with fulfome Panegyrick ? If my good Friend takes not Care, 
reply’d calmly Philogynes, the Warmth of his Expreffions will 
impeach him more of Prejudice, than my innocent Tranfla- 
tion does me of Partiality. Would he do me the Juftice to 
recolle&. he will find it tended to fhew the Power of the 
Lauics more than their Merit : Not but Iam ready to be 
their Champion in Defence of the latter, whenever I am 
called upon ; though to deal ingenuoufly, what I was turning 
in my Thoughts before you came, was, how that Power 
might be rendered more conducive to the publick Good, than 
I fear it fometimes is. Here Politicus, who would rather 
have been fettling Jtaly and Flanders, interpofed, ane ob- 
ferved, that this fidile-faddle Difpute would be perpetually 
interfering with Matters of greater. Moment, till it had been 
fairly fought out ; and he tiercfore prepofed, for the Good of 
the Society, that the Subject might be exhaufted once for 
all, fo as never to be troubled with it hereafter. Nay, if 
you will force.me to deliver my ‘Thoughis, anfwer’d Ru/t- 
cus, you mutt expect them in purts naturalijus : 1 fhall not 
be nice -about their Dreis ; my Inclination was good enough 
of itfelf, but you have added a Spur to it: if l run on too 
faft, you may thank vourfelves for it. Pol:ticus defy’d him to 
do his Worft, upon which he veuted his long-collected Spleen 
in the following Words. 

Woman is a Compofition of fo much Folly and Mifchief, 
of fo many jarring Atoms and Contradictions, that it is no 
Wonder the Philofophers of all Ages have been at a Lofs how 
to account rationally for this Phenomenon. Ariftotle in his 
Generation of Animals, declares it to be a Monfler, proceed- 
ing from the Imperfection of Matter, which Nature never 
made willingly, but when fhe could not arrive at the Per- 
ietion of the other Sex. In the Jaft Century a learned and 
elaborate Treatife was written to prove that’ Women were 
uot of the fame Species with Aden, and that they had no Souls : 
And a folemn Council was held at Magon, compofed of 
Bifhops and other wife Cafuifts, wherein the Queftion was 
gravely put, whether they were Human Creatures ; and not 
carried in the Affirmative, but after a long Debate. I mutt fub- 
mit therefore to the Decifion of this right reverend and fage Af- 
fembly, 
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fembly, and allow them to be of our Species ; yet cannot [ 
help grieving at the fame time, that they are neceflary for the 
Propagation and Continuance of it; and I may I hope, 
without Offence, cry out with Hipp-/ytus in Euripides (here 
he fpoke Greek, the Words I have forgot, though I remem- 
ber the Meaning) ‘* O Jupiter, why did/? thou fend this Plague, 
a Woman, into the Light a the Sun? if it was thy Pleafure 
that the Human Race fhould be kept up, why rather didft thou 
not permit us, for Prefents offer’dat thy Altars, to buy Children 
of thee as we wanted them ?”’ Or | could be content, with Sir 
Thomas Brown, in his Religio Medici, that we might pro- 
create like Trees, without Conjunction, or any other Way, 
except the prefent trivial and vulgar one. But Nature, you 
will fay, who docs nothing in vain, has ordained otherwife, 
and we mutt obey his Diétates. 

Well then, it is inherent in us, in order to perpetuate the 
World, to wifh to have fome Communication with them: 
but that great End once anfwered, it is amazing to me, that 
any wife Man can confent to be tacked for his whole Life, 
to Impertinence, if not to Adijery. Doephe not that to him- 
{elf voluntarily, which every human Perfon thinks en A@ of 
Barbarity when done for Sport to a Dog? He faftens a Cat 
to his Tail, from which he in vain endeavours to difengage 
himfelf: the more he attempts to fly from her, the harder 
fhe bites and fcratches, and the fafter fhe clings to him. It 
is (as I have read fomewhere) as if a Man, becaufe it is na- 
tural to him to be hungry, and he muft neceffarily eat in 
order to live, fhould oblige himfelf to fit in a greafy Kitch- 
en, or Cook’s Shop, all Day long, after his Hunger is fatis- 
fied. The Proverb, that fays, a Woman and an Almanack 
are good but for one Year at the moft, is, in my mind, muck 
too favourable to them. 

Fuvenal, in his mafterly Satire upon them, afks his Friend, 
with fome Compaffion for him, how he could poffibly confent 
to put himfelf into a Woman’s Clutches, when there were 
fo many Ropes to be had? 


Ferres potes Dominam, falvis tot reflibus, ullam ? 


And in one of our modern Comedies, a Man fays of his Ac- 
quaintance, that he cannot conceive why he marrics, unlefs 
it be, that he has fome fecret Reafon to hang himfelf, which 
he is afhamed to own, and would have his Friends believe, 
that he runs his Coliar int. ore Noofe, to rid himfelf of the 
Lita other— 
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other. I remember to have met in fome Author (an 
old Batchelor perhaps, who is very much on my Side of 
the Queftion) with this fenfible, though fomewhat forced 
Explanation of Hymen’s Saffron-coloured Robe, that it was an 
Emblem of the Faundice, a Diftemper, with which his Vo- 
tarics, froma difquieted and difturbed Mind, are too often trou- 
Bled. Is there any thing more precious to us than our Eyes, 
and, asthe Greck Poets exprefs it, fecing the fweet Light of the 
Sun ? Yet the Solitaries in China put them out, to prevent 
their being the Occation of greater Misfortunes ; and com- 
fort themfelves with the Reflection, that by fhutting two 
Doors againft Leve, they open a thoufand for the Entrance 
of Wifdim. Call to Mind Belphegor, the poor Devil in 
Machavel, fent from Hell to try, and give an impartial 
Account of Matrimony. Sce him fo terrify’d at the bare 
Mention of his Wife’s Name, that he runs back to the Region 
of Darknefs rather than meet her ; and let his Experience 
ferve to us for a falutary Document and Warning. Need I 
bring the Teftimoni¢es of Antiquity to ftrengthen my Evi- 
dences? That abourfds with applicable Examples as well as 
Precepts. 

The wife Pythagoras places Women in the Lift of Evils : 
and Secrates, who was Wifdom itfelf, could not keep his 
Xantippe in due Bounds. The Thunder of her Voice ended 
fometimes in a filthy Shower, thrown upon him from her 
Window. Euripides defcrided their Follics and Vices fo much 
to the Life, that he got the Name of /Voman-hater , which 
he regarded fo little, as to make his Hippelytus declare, that, 
© tiJl fume one would teach them to be wifer, he would 
*¢ continue to cenfure and expofe them.’’ And whoever will 
récolleét or turn’ to the Maxims of the wifeft and moft ex- 
perienced of all Men, Solomon, will not, I believe, pretend 
that his Opinion of them was more favourable. If your 
Minds are not yet open to Conviction, the whole Army of 
Poets {hall come to my Affiftance ; who, if they have fome- 
times dropped a few Honey Words in their Commendation, 
have embitterr’d whole Pages with Gall afterwards in Recai- 
tation. ‘Inquire’of them, who brought into the World the 
fatal Box, from whence all our Calamities and Difeafes flew 
out, whilft Hope, alas! lagged behind, and remained in 
ihe Bottom of it? Pandsra. Whofe intoxicating Cup trans- 
formed Men into Beafts? Circe’s. Who with thcir infidious 
and bewitching Songs lull’d unwary Paffengers aficep, then 
robbed and killed them? The Sirens, Atk the AA thologi/is 
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what is meant by the Fable of Medu/a, and her petrifying 
Afpect ; they will tell you, it implies, that whoever ventures 
to gaze on Beauty, grows dull and ftupid as a Stone. If 
any of you think to get off by difallowing thefe as Fidtions, 
Hiftory will furnifh me with Realities enough to maintain 
my well-grounded Opinion. ‘The Daughters of Danaus and 
the Le/bian Women who killed their Hufbands, Dalilah, 
Helen, and Cleopatra, with a thoufand more, will rife up in 
Judgment againft you. I fhall remind you, that when 
the Royal City Perfepolis was reduced to Afhes, Thais 
led the Way, Dux Fomina facti: 1 thall ftir up fuch a Neft 
of thefe Hornets about you, as will make you wifh I had 
never been exafperated. “Turn over Horace, Ovid, and Ti- 
bullus, and read their Complaints againft their Miftrefles for 
their Falfehood, Incontinence, and Venality. ‘The Beds of 
Rofes they reclined upon, at firft, with fo much Ecftafy, had 
too many Thorns lurking underneath, not to be uneafy 
foon, and painful to them. The flow’ry Fields of Love, that 
fmelt a while fo fragrantly, concealed a Serpent that ftung 
them to the quick. Lydia, Delia, and Cynthia, the fhort 
Idols of our Parnaffian Tribe, are quickly ftript of their gau- 
dy Feathers, and painted black as Devils. Inftead of Incen/e 
and Adoration, they receive Curfes and Execrations. I wilh 
not tire you with the numberlefs Invectives of the Ancients 
on this Subjeét : our modern Ladies daily renew the Remem- 
brance of them, by taking more than ordinary Care that the 
fame fhould not be unapplicable to themfelves. Mark their 
frivolous Lives and Converfations: are they not divided be- 
tween Fops, Ribbands, Play-Houjes, and Card-Tables ? The 
Definition given by one of the Fathers, of a Woman, that 
fhe is Zcov gsaonocpuov, An Animal that delights in Finery, 
is verified by daily Experience. An embroider’d Coat, a 
Shoulder Knot, and a Toupée, are Lures they cannot with- 
ftand. Where thefe are wanting, Good Senfe, Good Nature, 
and Good Breeding pafs ubheeded by them: An Head well 
dreffed, is fure of a higher Place in their Efteem, than a 
Head ever fo well filled; and if the Dancing-Mafter has 
taken Care of the Gallant’s Heels, no Matter how little he 
is indebted to Nature or Education for his Brains. The 
young Heireffés, do they ever run away with a Man of Senfe? 
and of the //idews, what is generally their fecond Choice ? 
Are not thofe their fole Companions and Favourites, who, 
from the Effeminacy of their Drefs and Manners, have but 
one only Mark that diftinguifhes them from the other Sex ? 
In fhort, a Fridéie is their Cption, and if by Chance a Man 
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of Merit fucceeds, it is by condefcending to wear the Mafk 
of Foppery, to gain his End. 

Yet I could almoft acquiefce in many of their Follies, and 
even have fome Degree of Patience with their Foo/s, provided 
they would abftain from Mi/chief themfelves, and from making 
Knaves of others. Would they confine themfelves to the in- 
nocent Occupations of making Puddings, mending Linnen, 
and preferving Sweatmeats ; would they pretend to nothing 
higher than to fancy Silks, fort Ribbons, and ftudy the various 
Excellencies of Necdle-wcrk ; would they remain inoffen- 
fively in their Apartments, till the Dinner-Bell gives the Sig- 
nal for their defcending ; and, when Grace is faid after 
Meat, make their Courtefies decently, and retire, I could 
be brought, on fuch Conditions, to endure them. But with 
Euripides, 1 deteft a Woman who lays claim to more than 
ordinary /Vifdom ; and a Female Potitician is enough to put 
the whole World in Confufion. Will all the Sex now living 
ever atone fer the Mifchief, which the Ambition of two great 
Queens has, for a few Years paft, occafioned? And have we 
not a recent Charge againft them, within our felves, that 
the Pretender could not have been able to have efcaped the 
Vengeance of an incenfed Nation, if a Rebel in Petticoats 
had not difguis’d him, and been herfelf his Guide and 
Proteétrefs? O TVomen, Women, Women, fays Ventidius 
very juftly, all the Gods have not fuch Power of doing Good 
to Man, as you of doing Harm!” 

The Gravity of Countenance, which our Friend fiill kept, 
notwithftanding the ludicrous Circumftance he had been in- 
ftancing, made it impoffible for us longer to keep ours, and 
refrain from laughing moit heartily. But Ru/ficus, who 
was too much in Earneft even to finile, was going to pro- 
ceed in his declamatory Rhapfody, when Pulcheria, one of 
Honeftus’s Daughters, enter’d the Room. A Form fo beau- 
tiful and winning needed only to appear, to refute the Ca- 
Jumnies of our churlifh Woman-hater. Looking upon her, 
we forgot every Word he had uttered. With a graceful 
Bafhfulnefs fhe approached her Father, and told him , that if he 
pleas’d, his Dinner was ready. We rofe and follow'd her: but 
Rufticus was heard to mutter by thofe near him, that if he 
had known there had been Petticoats of the Party, he would 
not have been of it. Philogynes bid him hold his Tongue, or 
the Ladies fhould know, what a deal of incoherent Stuff 
he had faid about them How he defended their Carfe in 
the Evening, and the humorous Turn Politicus gave to the 
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Difpute, you fhall know, at a proper Time, if you defire it. 
At prefent neither you would have Patience to read, nor 
have I Leifure to write it, being able to addonly, that I 
remain, 
Your very humble Servant, 
Criticus. 





HyMwn fo the SUPREME BEING, 


REAT Gop! whofe Power o’er Heaven and Earth 
prefides, 

Whofe Eye o’erfees me, and whofe Wifdom guides, 
Deal me that Portion of Content and Rett, 
‘That unknown Peace, and Health that fuits me beft ; 
Save me from all the Guilt, and all the Pain 
Which Luft of Pleafure brings, or Thirft of Gain ; 
In Tryal fix me, and in Peril fhade ; 
*"Gainft Foes proteé& me, ’gainft my Paffions aid ; 
That fwect Senfation teach me to impart, 
Tranfport to feel ! — Benevolence of Heart ; 
Each home-felt Joy, each publick Duty fend, 
Make me, and give me all Things, in a Friend ; 
But moft protect, and guard me in a Mind, 


Not rafhly bold, nor abjeétly refign’d ; 
And oh! when Int’reft ev’ry Virtue hides, 


When Error blinds, and Prejudice mifguides, 

Alike thy Grace, alike thy Truth impart, 

Beam on my Soul, and triumph 0’er my Heart ; 

Thy Word, O God! my Science and Delight, 

Tafk of my Day, and Tranfport of my Night ; 

There taught, that he, who fuffers, is but try’d, 

And he, who wanders, ftill may find a Guide ; 

Sanétion with Truth, Reward with Virtue join’d, 

Life without End, and Laws that reach the Mind, 
Thrice happy he, who fuch a Guide can take ; 
For Gop hath fpoke, and Gop will not forfake. 

SPINULA 
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Sprnuta & Acus. Fab. xvi. 


Tranflated from Mr. Gay. 


Rnatts edocta modos, & idonea palle, 
O Spinula formofam lta colebat heram. 
Nunc chlamydis premit orbe plicas, nunc ordine crincs, 

Nunc vittz infolita promovet arte decus ; 
Sive loco infignis prope perfida corda fuperbit, 

Seu negleéta dolet fyrmate fixa ftolz ; 

Fixa tamen vel poft tergum nec jure doleret, 

Haud aliter pofitos viderat ante procos. 

Sed tantos poftquam raptos fibi plorat honores, 

Multiplicis vite fpinula novit iter. 

Jartoris manica € multis preacuta renidet, 

Nunc miferi infantis ftragula fifla ligat ; 
Nunc latet attrite fubtegmine pendula palle, 

Corradit tenues quo fibi parcus opes. 
Prelata officio, medicigae miniftra comefque, 

Infidet auratis confpicienda rotis. 

Nunc huc, nunc illuc, variis erroribus aétam, 

Excipit hofpitio Grefhamiana domus. 

Quam fimul ingrefla eft, ftudio fe pafcit inani, 
Obftupet, & monftris undique capta novis ! 
Nunc fuper hec, illud rogitat ; quifnam ufus in illie ? 

Et, fi quid minus eft utile, pluris habet. 

Unde importuné fcitantem fingula conftat 

Ingenii egregia non caruiffe nota! 

Dic ehodum quid & hoc? Acus eft. QOblita meorum ! 

Nefciam ut hanc, nec gens notior ulla mihi eft. 


Stulta 
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The Pin and the Nerpie. Fab. xvi. 


Pin who long had ferv’d a Beauty, 

Proficient in the Toilette’s Duty, 
Had form’d her Sleeve, confin’d her Hair, 
Or given her Knot a finarter Air, 
Now neareft to her Heart was plac’d, 
Now in her Manteau’s Tail difgrae’d ; 
But could fhe partial Fortune blame, 
Who faw her Lovers ferv’d the fame ? 


At length from all her Honours caft, 
Through various Turns of Life the paft ; 
Now glitter’d on a Taylor’s Arm, 

Now kept a Beggar’s Infant warm,” 
Now rang’d within a Mifer’s Coat, 
Contributes to his yearly Groat, 

Now, rais’d again from low Approach 
She vifits in the Doétor’s Coach ; 
Here, there, by various Fortune toft, 
At laft in Gre/am Hall was loft. 


Charm’d with the Wonders of the Show, 
On every Side, above, below, 
She now of this or that enquires, 
What leaft was underftood admires ; 
*Tis plain, each thing fo ftruck her Mind, 
Her Head’s of Virtuofo Kind. 


And pray what’s this and this, dear Sir ? 
A Needle, fays th’ Interpreter. 
Vor. UL. Mmm 
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Stulta at vulgarem pannis habilemque fuendis 
Credidit, & tali voce laceffit acum. 
Unde fitu informis fordefcis inertula ? foedi 
*¢ Unde novus filicis conciliatur amor ? 
Palladiz at quondam melius profpexeris arti 
“¢ Virginea, telas pingere do¢ta, manu. 
Mira tamen, memores, quorfum hec confortia fiunt ? 
“© Quidve fide flici difpare jungit acum >” 
Ne tuus, inquit acus, quod non capis, improbet error ; 
*¢ Me ftudig ingenti laus, nec inerte, trahit: 
Nempe ergo, qua fit virtus magnetica, nefcis, 
“* Quas & habet, quas & commoda donat opes ; 
Certe quotquot habet, varias impertit amico, 
‘¢ Deferat ut nunquam me focialis amor. 
Inde vagus per me tranat mare nauta carina, 


«© Et coeca incolumis per vada carpit iter. 


Hinc peregrinanti per me patet extimus orbis, 

<¢ Pandit & auriferos Indus uterque finus. 
Lanifice quod fi tele fludiofa fuiffem, 

‘¢ Laffaram miferas fila trahendo nurus. 
More tuo, abjeéta latuiffem ingloria forte, 

‘¢ Nempe puellari fpreta miniftra choro. 
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She knew the Name: And thus the Fool 
Addreft her as a Taylor’s Tool. 


«¢ A Needle, with that filthy Stone, 
Quite idle, all with Ruft o’ergrown! 
You better might employ your Parts, 
And aid the Sempftrefs in her Arts. 
But tell me how the Friendfhip grew 
Between that paltry Flint and you ?” 


«¢ Friend, fays the Needle, ceafe to blame ; 
I follow real Worth and Fame. 

Know’ ft thou the Loadftone’s Power and Art? 
That Virtue Virtues can impart ? 

Of all his Talents I partake. 

Who then can fuch a Friend forfake ? 

Tis I direét the Pilot’s Hand 

To fhun the Rocks and treach’rous Sand ; 
By me the diftant World is known, 

And either Jndia is our own. 

Had I with Milleners been bred, 

What had I been ?—the Guide of Thread, 
And drudg’d as vulgar Needles do, 

Of no more Confequence than you.” 


Io ihe Keeper of tbh MUSEUM. 


An EPISTLE to a Friend. 


Se with the Wit of Fops and Noife of Fools, 
(For Folly ftill in Seats of Wifdom rules) 
Twice fifty Miles my ambling Mufe I fend, 

To feek the diftant Converfe of a Friend. 

How ’tis (the afks ) you draw the Length of Life, 
Blefs’d with no Friend, and troubled with no Wife. 
When Plagues nor Pleafures flow into the Day, 


Its idle Stream moves heavily away. 
Mmm 2 
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Methinks, my Friend, at Morning Walk I fee, 
‘The Shoe half-buckled, and ungarter’d Knee; 
A Wigg’s brown Relicks, with a Hat once new, 
And daggled Gown that drinks the fprinkling Dew ; 
The Beard long guiltlefs of the Barber’s Hand, 
And nobly fprouting o’er a Breadth of Band. 
Thus garb’d he ftrays in lonely Silence, fraught 
With deep Refle&tion, and a Load of Thought. 
So fome old Druid, or more modern Monk, 
In folemn Grove, and darkling Horror funk, 
Flies to himfelf, of all the World afraid, 
And facred Whifkers fanétify the Shade. 


Tell me, does Catius with his ufual Fear, 
Tempt the black Terrors of the fharp’ning Air ; 
And riding in with open hungry Jaw, 

Curfe the fcarce-boiling Pot, and Beef ftill raw ? 
Behold! on eafy Chair he cats his Weight, 
And loudly enters into hoarfe Debate ; 

Of Fewif Rites, of Good and Ill difputes, 
Propofes, conquers, fcruples, and refutes : 
Cook gives the Word, Doubts, Scruples, vanifh fudden, 
Yield airy Notions to fubftantial Pudding. 

The Grace is faid, the Table clear’d—and then 
For one clean Pipe, and talk of learned Men. 
Down his greas’d Throat the Aley Fatnefs glides, 
And the Tube labours with redundant Tides ; 
He fumes, and talks with all his Breath and Soul, 
Greek, Hebrew, Smoak, in mixt Confufion roll. 


But where’s your Steed ?—do you your Horfes keep, 
As Europe Princes, but to eat and fleep? 
No, fure the Parfon fometimes may afpire 
To vifit Strong-Beer and a neighb’ring ’Squire ; 
See 
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See with what Ale his generous Cups abound, 
And trembling help the mighty Bumper round. 
He in glad State the rich Oéfober quafts, 
And loudly jokes, and ftill more loudly laughs ; 
Each Swain a Part with rude Complacence bears, 
And the hoarfe Concert thunders in your Ears. 
Flatt’ry, my Friend, ’s the Growth of every Soil, 
In the rough Grin the fame, and fawning Smile. 


But ftill a Tafk remains, the Fair to fee, 
The Treat ambrofial, as the balmy Tea : 
Frefh Tales to hear of old or modern Loves, 
Of lawlefs Pairs, and not unconfcious Groves. 
The Prude how filent, and how free the Toaft; 
Of gain’d Complexions, and of Honour loft; 
Alike the Sinner and the Saint complain, 
In Tropes of Scandal, holy or profane. 
Then holds a reverend Matron forth, and tells 
Of mighty Witches, and of magick Spells, 
Of ftrangeft Sights that human Wit furpafs, 
Of fairy Circles and difcolour’d Grafs, 
Thro’ wid’ning Ears each fabled Horror flies, 
And each fixt Eye-ball ftares a ftrange Surprize. 


By feign’d Enquiry paints a comic Scene, 


Forgive the vacant Mufe, whofe fportive Vein I 


Laughs with his Friend, and bids him laugh again. 


‘Lives ftill the Fair, whofe Beauty flames around, 
With the full Splendor—of ten thoufand Pound ? 
Or lives the Fair, whofe Charms with eafy Sway 
Can fweetly fmile the ravifh’d Soul away? 

Well | you may laugh, but ftill if Fame be true, 
Love knows to conquer, and to conquer you ; 
At length you fmile upon the Nuptial Chain, 


Nor Hymen wreathes the fow’ry Bond in vain. . 
Yet 
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Yet once, once caft one ferious Eye before, 
Nor rafhly venture from the fafer Shore. 
Afk each fool’d Wretch the Joys of wedded Life, 
When the mute Miftrefs thunders ina Wife. 
Afk jealous Cits, or beggar’d Lords, of them 
Whofe Pride can melt whole Acres to 2 Gem : 
The fighing Peer o’er his fhort Rental pines, 
Whilft half the Manor on my Lady fhines. 


Try then that faithlefs Sea with watchful Care ; 
Still the fmooth Wave and fhining Surface fear. 
Too well the Sex can drop the modeft Eye, 

Dart gen’rous Flames, or breathe an honeft Sigh ; 
Too well, untaught, difflemble Virtue’s Part, 
Created falfe, and half their Nature, Art. 


Not but I find to praife among the Fair, 
Nor lefs the Jewels prize for being rare. 
Nature fometimes with curious Pride has join’d 
The Form celeftial and the manly Mind, 
Exact fhe marks each Feature of the Soul, 
Each mounts above, and blufhes thro’ the whole. 
Thus the fair Form to bright Perfection grows, 
And Anna thus, and thus a Mira rofe. 


Not yet our learned Shades are fenfelefs grown, 
Nor Woman-hating hangs upon the Gown. 
Even here we feel their Charms, and railing prove 
Man born alike to cenfure and to love. 
Reafon and Paffion ever are at Strife, 
bience Folly jarrs thro’ every Chord of Life. 
We rail, we burn, we blame, we never fhun ; 
But confcious on the dear Deftruction run, 
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Alas! I trouble your Repofe—too long 
Profane the Fair in this advent’rous Song : 
Go thank your Stars, that gave the kind Releafe, 
Shake once your laughing Sides, then fleep in Peace, 


M. E. 





LITERARY MEMOIRS, 
POLYMETIS, &e. Second Extraé, fee Page 359. 


FTER fo particular an Extraét as we gave in our laft, 

of our Author’s Account of the twelve great Cz- 
leftial Deities, we fhall now fele&t from the other Parts of 
his Work, fome Particulars which are neweft and moft 
remarkable. Among which, we cannot but take par- 
ticular Notice of a very elegant Poem by a Friend of 
the Author, inferted in the tenth Dialogue. This Dialogue 
treats of the Moral Deities, or the Deities that prefided over 
the Virtues of Men, and the Condu& of Life. Which 
gives Occafion to mention particularly the famous Fable, con- 
cerning the Judgment or Choice of Hercules between Virtue 
and Pleafure : and the Poem juft now mentioned is a Poe- 
tical Paraphrafe of it, from the Greek of Xenophon. The 
Reader may judge of the Spirit of the whole Piece by the 
following thort Specimen : It is in Virtue’s Reply to Pleafure, 
and after fhe had juft fet forth the wretched Condition of 
her Adverfary’s Friends : in Oppofition to which, fhe fays, 


XXI. 
But with the Gods, and god-like MenI dwell; 
Me, his fupreme Delight, th’ Almighty Sire 
Regards well-pleas’d ; whatever Works excel, 
All, or Divine or Human, I infpire. 
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Counfel with Strength, and?Induftry with Art, 
In Union meet conjoin’d, with me refide : 
My Didates arm, inftruct, and mend the Heart ; 
The fureft Policy, the wifeft Guide. 
With me, ‘true Friendihip dwells: fhe deigns to bind 
Thofe generous Souls alone, whom I before have join’d. 


X XII. 
Nor need my Friends the various cofily Featt ; 
Hunger to them th’ Effeéts of Art fupplies: 
Labour prepares their weary Limbs to Reft ; 
Swect is their Sleep : light, chearful, ftrong they rife. 
Thro’ Health, thro’ Joy, thro’ Pleafure and Renown, 
They tread my Paths ; and by.a foft Defcent, 
At length to Age all gently finking down, 
Look back with Tranfport on a Life well-fpent : 
In which, no Hour flew unimprov’d away 3; 


In which, fume generous Deed diftinguifh’d every Day. 


XXII. 
And when the deftin’d Term at length compleat, 
Their Afhes reft in Peace; eternal Fame — 
Sounds wide their Praife : triumphant over Fate, 
In facred Song, for ever lives their Name. 
This, Hercures, is Happinefs ! Obey 
My Voice , and live. Let thy celeftial Birth 
Lift, and enlarge thy Thoughts. Behold the Way 
That leads to Fame; and raifes thee from Earth, 
Immortal ! Lo, I guide thy Steps. Arife, 
Purfue the glorious Path ; and claim thy native Skics. 


The thirteenth Dialogue treats of the Deities of the Air, 
in which we have a particular Account of the Winds, 
on the famous Oétagon Temple at Athens. ‘* 1 fhould 
not, ‘fays Polymetis, have gone fo far for my Winds, 
had there been ‘a greater Choice of them nearer Home, but 
thé Figures of this fort of Deities are very great Rarities, 

; even 
I 
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even in Italy. One or two of therh irideed appear thcre, on 
fome Relievo’s ; particularly on fome feptefenting the Fall of 
Phaiton : and the four capital ones were found (above two 
Centuries ago) on part of the Work belonging to what is 
commonly thought to have been a Sun-dial in the Campus 
Martius. Thefe are likely to have been good, as having 
been probably a Work of the Auguffan Age. But whate- 
ver they were, they are not now to be found: and the good 
Monks of Saint Lorenzo in Lucina (where they wete difcover- 
ed in digging to lay the Foundations of one of their Chapels) 
are fo far from knowing what is become of them, that 
they have almoft loft even the Memory of their having evet 
been in their Pofleffion.—In this Scarcity, we are obliged 
to borrow our Ideas of thefe Wind-Deities from Athens ; tho’ 
there is this Inconvenience in it, that they muft then be cha- 
rafterized according to the Effeéts which each particular 
Wind has in Athens, and not accotding to what they have 
at Rome.—Thefe Athenian Deities of the Wind, are all flying 
on ; but with different Degrees of Rapidity, or Gentlenefs ; ac= 
cording to their different Effects in thofe Parts. Solanus, or the 
Eaft,is reprefented as young ; and holds feveral forts of Fruit in 
his Lap; as Apples, Peaches, Oranges, Lemmons, and 

omegranates ; moft of which; (if not all) were not the 
natural Produce of Greece ; but brought in there from the 
more Eaftern parts of the World.—The next is Zurus, or the 
South-Eaft. He is reprefented as a Youth too, and is flying 
on, rather more impetuoufly; as appears by the Agitation 
of his Garments. —The Third is 4u/fer, or the Southe Wind ; 
and the Fourth, Africus, or the South-weft. They are all 
reprefented bigger than the Life, and bending: forwatd ; fo 
that their Figures generally take up about fix Feet in length, 
and about three and an half in breadth.—The Fifth is Zephy- 
rus, or the Deity of the Weftern Wind. He is reprefented 
as a beautiful Youth; and as gliding on with the gentleft 
Motion imaginable. He is for the moft part naked; and 
holds a little Bafket in his Hand filled with Spring-Flowers of 
different forts.—The Sixth is Corus, or the North-Weft. He 
is elderly, and with a Beard ; whereas the former are gene- 
tally young. He is drefled fo, as to defend him from the 
Cold, and carries a Vafe, as pouring Water from it, in his 


Hand.—The next is Septentrio, or the North Wind. He 
tefembles Corus in his Age and Drefs, but has no Vafe of 
Water ; and is fo much more affected with the Cold, that 
he holds up his Mantle clofe before his Nofe and Mouth, to 
defend himfelf from the Violence of it.--The laft, Aguile, ot 
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the North-Eaft, is elderly too. He holds a Plate of Olives 
3n his Hands ; which was of old, and is ftill, the chief Pro- 
duce of the Territory about Athens ; fo far, that in going from 
that City to the Piraum, which is near five Miles, you pafs 
all the Way thro’ Rows of Olive Trees. 
..All the Winds that have yet been mentioned, are 
Males : For fear therefore that you fhould imagine the Winds 
to be a.People of one Sex only, we will now confider fome 
of their Female Figures. ‘Thefe are fo many aérial Nymphs ; 
er the Romans called Aure, and what we call Sylphs. 
fe Aur@ are chiefly mark’d out by the Veil, which they 
hold in their Hands, and which flutters archwife over their 
Heads : They are oftener to be found in the ancient Paint- 
ings of Ceilings, than perhaps in all the other Remains of An- 
tiquity put together. But tho’ they are now fo uncommon 
3 Statues, yet that Lofs is fufficiently made up, by their be- 
ing commonly enough to be met with in the Paintings of 
he Ancients. I dare fay I could point out two or three 
Dozen of them in. Dr. A@cad’s Colleétion of Paintings, and 
Drawings from the Paintings of the Ancients; of which it 
would be a very low Commendation i to fay, that it is 
the nobleft Collection on ,this.Side the Alps; it being pro- 


bably the nobleft of its Kind in the whole World. All m 


Air-Nymphs here, are borrow’d from this Collection. This 
with the blue Veil, in the Compartiment juft over Zephyrus, 
has Wings; and that next to her (with a red Veil Autter- 
gng all over her Head) has none, tho’ they are both in the 
Attitude of fying: The latter holds a Bundle of Flowers in 
gach Hand, perhaps to featter them down over the Earth ; for 
thefe Ladies are of a mild and gentle Charaéter, and would 
make very proper Wives for the Zephyri, part of whofe Of- 
fice was that of difpenfing and cherifhing Flowers. In this 
Diawing, I have a Zephyr and an Ait-Nymph, who may 
aCually have been married together, for what I know; or 
who, at leaft, feen not at all averfe to each other. There 
js no great Variety in the Character of thefe Ladies: they 
are all light and airy, generally with long Robes and flying 
Veils, of fome lively Colour or other ; and fluttering about, 
as diverting themfelves in the light and pleafing Element af- 
gned to them. In fhort, they are fo many Syiphs, a Spe- 
cies of fportive, happy Beings in themfelves, and Well-withers 
to Mankind. Till 1 got acquainted with them, I always 
found my felf at a Lots in reading the known Story of €e- 
halys and Precris, in Ovid. I could never imagine how 
Cohalas’s crying out, ura venias, could give any body 2 
9 . Sufpicion 
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Sufpicion of his being falfe to Précris. As I had always 
afed to think that Aura fignified bnly the Air in general, of 
a gentle Breeze in particular, 1 thought Procris’s Jealoufy 
lefs founded, than the moft extravagant Jealoufies generally 
are : but when I had once found, 5. Aura might fignify 
a very handfome {outs Lady, as well as the Air, the Cafe 
was entirely alter’d, and the Story feem’d to go on in a 
very. reafonable Manner. To fay the Truth, this Exclama- 
tion of Cephalus, is not only very apt to be mifunderftood by 
an Englifh Reader; but even when it is underftood, it 1s 
impofible to be render’d into Englifh: For Aura is an equi- 
vocal Word ; arid we have no equivocal Word in our Lan- 
guage, to anfwer it.” 

__ In the fifteenth Dialogue, which treats of the Deities of 
the Earth, we have an Account of one Set of them, who 
are very little known,even among the Leatned, theiGeniufes 
of Mountains : That of Mons Palatinus appears on a famous 
Altar belonging to the A@cllini Family at Rome. Mons Ce- 
Zius is in another Relicvo, with its Name engraved under it 5 
and the Monte Citorio is engraved on the Bafe of an ancient 
Column, which was fet up on thé Hill of the fame Name 
by the prefent P Mons Taurus appears in the fame 
Manner on a fine Relievo in the Capitol; the Head of Ti- 
molus, a Mountain-Deity of fia, and the whole Figure of 
Rhodope in Thrace, appear on Medals. But the moft ret 
markable Reprefentation of this Kind, is on a noble Relievo 
in the Medici Gardens, which our Author now firft pub- 
Jithes, from a Drawing which he had taken for him on the 
Spot-. It contains two diftinét Stories, told too yery diftinét- 
dy, but conneéted together as Cauife and Effect. The firft is 
the famous ei of Paris; and the fecond is Fupiter’s 
giving. his Decree for the Deftruction of Troy, and the Re- 
moval of the Seat of Empire from A/a into Greece. You 
fee Paris, with his long Drefs and Phrygian Bonnet, fitting 
on a Rock, and his Sheep and Cattle round about him. -Be- 
hind him are. two Oreades, and before him ftand Fauna, 
Minerva, and Venus, introduced by Mercury. It is but the 
‘Beginning of the Story, for they are yet cléathed; however 
there is a-Figure of Vidtory hovering over Venus, to fhew 
which Way his Determination inclin’d at laft. This is what 
I call the firft Story in this Relievo. In the other Part, F- 
piter is feated on high, and in great State; his Feet are 
fupported by a Genius, rifing a little above Breaft high, out 
of Part of a Rock, andholding a Veilalmoft ftraizt over his 
Head, This I take to be the Ceaims of Mount Jda; or ra- 
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ther of one of the Rifings of the Range of Hills called-in 
erly by that Name ; as the Veil which he holds over bis 

ead, may fignify the Clouds that reft fo often on the Tops 
of fuch nf teat Under this Mountain-Deity are 
two River-Gods, which may probably be meant for Xanthus 
and Scamander ; both which Rivers have their Source from 
Ida ; with a Water-Nymph on one fide of them, and a 
Lady (with her Hair falling loofe, and with much Diftrefs in 
her Looks) refting on a Picce of Rock, on the other.. This 
I take to be the Genius of Afa, from whom the Empire 
was to dcpart in Confequence of Paris’s Judgment; as the 
fine Figure of a Lady with a gayer Air, who is. intro- 
duced to the Throne of fupiter by Victory, is probably 
meant for the Genius of Greece, There are feveral 
other Figures in this Part of the Relievo, who all bear 
fome Relation to the Subje& ; fuch as, Mars, who is diftin- 
guifhed by the Eagernefs and cruel Joy which his Look 
exprcfies, becaufe of the great Slaughter which was to 
enfuc; uno and Minerva, who ftand by the Genius 
of Greece, as fupporting and abetting her Cole ; Venus, 
the Patronefs of Troy, who ftands behind ‘Jupiter, much 
alarm’d; pollo and Diana, as reprefenting the Revolutions 
of Time, which were to accomplifh the Decrees of ‘fupiter ; 
and Pollux and Caffer, the two Brothers of Helen, the im- 
mediate Caufe of the War, which was to bring about this 
great Revolution. 

(To be continued in the next.) 


A Treatife on the Roman Senate, In Two Paris. 
By Conyers Middleton, D. D, Principal Library- 
Keeper of the Univerftty of Cambridge, Printed for 
R. Manby, and H.S. Cox, 1747. Ofave, 169 
Pages. 


UR learned Author’s Sentiments concerning fo import- 

ant a Part-of the old Reman State, cannot but have great 
Weight with the whole Literary World. The Writer of 
The Life of Cicero muft neceflarily be well acquainted with 
all the Lights which Antiquity affords to fuch an Enquiry, 
and as well able to put them together in the cleareft and 
moft convincing Manner. His particular Attention to this 
Subje&t, was owing to the late Lord Hervey; who about 
twelve Years ago, afk’d his Opinion on the Manner p creating 
Senators, and filling up the Vacancies of theSenate in Old Rome 
on 
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on-which M. Vertot’s Anfwer to the fame Queftion, when it 
was propos’dto him by th¢ late Earl Stanhope, had not given 
him Satisfa@ion. Our Author’s general Sentiments on this 
Point were, ‘* That after the Plebeians had open’d their 
*« Way to the chief Magiftracies, the Senate was regularly 
‘© fupplied from the annual Magiftrates ; that the Gradation 
*¢ of the Offices, which entitled to a Seat in the Senate, 
ss were Queftor, Tribune, Adile, Pretor, and Conful ; 
<« that all regular Candidates were obliged to take them in 
s* this Order, excepting only that it was left to their 
¢ Choice whether they would pafs by the Tribunate or the 
<¢ /Edilefhip; that all thefe Magiftrates were elected by, and 
*¢ from, the whole promifcuous Body of the People in their 
s¢ public Affemblies ; that after the Inftitution of Cenfors, ir 
‘¢ was look’d upon as a Matter of Form only, that they 
‘¢ fhould enroll the new Senators at the next general Lu/frum, 
<< or Survey of the Commonwealth ; that it alfo belong’d to 
s¢ the Centr, to fill up the Vacancies of the Senate, up- 
«© on any remarkable Deficiency ; whether by War, Sick- 
<¢ nefs, or Profcription; but that the Approbation of the 
«¢ People was always neceflary to ratify his Proceedings in 
“¢ this Particular ; and that the Cenfor’s Decrees were fo far 
*< from being irreverfible, that Perfons whom he had aétual- 
“© ly excluded from the Senate, have been afterwards ree 
s< admitted upon a new Election of them to the proper qua- 
<< Jifyine Magiftracies.” “Thus according to our Author, the 
Supreme Will of the People was the true Origin of the Senato- 
rian Dignity ; and that the Kings, Confuls, and Cenfors, a&ted 
only mini /terially and fubordinately in this Affair. 

Lord Hervey; onthe contrary, was of Opinion, that un- 
der the Kings of Rome, the Choice and Nomination of all the 
Senator: depended wholly on the Fill of the Prince, with~ 
out any Right in the People, either direct or indireé? : That 
the Confuls, who fucceeded to the Kingly Power, enjoy’d the 
fame Prerogative, till the Creation of the Cenfors, who ever af= 
ter poffelfed the fale Right of making and unmaking Senators, 
And? this Opinion his Lordfhip defended in three Differtati~ 
ons, with great Learning and Eloquence. So that our Au- 
thor, in fupport of his own Sentiments, was obliged to fketch 
out the legal and genuine State of the Roman Senate, under 
the Kings, Confuls, and Cenfors. In order to which, he 
firt endeavours to ftate the Authority of the feveral Writers, 
who relate to the Queftion, who are not always confiftent 
with each other, He owns that under the Regal Government 
the Latin Writers are againft him : But he oppofes to —_ 
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the Authority of Diozy/us of Halicarnaffus, on feveral Ac- 
counts; as, 1. Becaufe it is natural toreter the Acts of a pub- 
lic Aflembly to the fingle Perfon or Magiftrate, who con- 
venes and prefides in it; and this we know the Latin Writers 
to have done, even in Tranfactions where the People had 
mott certainly the fupreme difpofing Power. 2dly, Becaufe 
the Majority of the Latin Writers are but Tranfcribers of 
Livy; fo that in effect, this Oppofition of Dionyfius to them 
all, is but oppofing him to Livy alone: And chiefly, becaufe 
an Hiftorian who writes to his own Countrymen, will pafs 
over, or {peak flightly of many things, which he fuppofes to 
be too well known to need Explanation; but which a Fo- 
reigner, who writes for the Information of Foreigners, will 
carefully examine, and particularly defcribe; as appears to 
be remarkably the Cafe in Livy and Diony/ius. 

Our Author, after this, adduces feveral of the moft re- 
markable Facts, under the Kings, Confuls, and Cenfoss, 
which illuftrate or prove his Side of the Queftion. As thefé 
Facts hardly admit of an Abridgment, we can only pretend 
to felec&t two or three of the Principal: To preferve every 
Hiftorical Proof or Illuftration, would be in effeét to tran- 
fcribe the Volume. 

Under the firft Era of Rome, the Queftion is to be deter- 
mined rather by Authority and Inference, than by pofitive 
Example, as the Original of the Roman State is fo very ob- 
feure. In Point of Authority Livy and Dienyfius are the two 
oppofite Leaders. But there is one remarkable Hiftorical 
Circumftance, which may juftly give the Preference to Dis- 
nyfius :. He writes, that upon the League of Union between 
Romulus and the Sabines, the Roman Senate was doubled by 
the Addition of one hundred new Merbers from the Sabsne 
Families ; in which Account, he fays, all the old Writers 
concur, except a few, who make this Addition to have been 
but of Fifty; which may ferve asa Specimen of his Diligence 
and Care: Whereas Livy is not only filent about this Aug- 
mentation, but even exprefly contradicts it: Yet all the 
Jater Writers chufe to follow Dionyfius in this Point, rather 
than Livy ; and if in this Cafe of the Augmentation, why 
not in the other, of the Nomination of the Senate? As to 
thofe Particulars, from which the People’s Right of Nomina- 
tion may be juftly inferr’d, our Author mentions feveral : 
Such as, the great Immunities which Romulus granted them 
at firft ; his Partition of the Curie, and Inftitution of the 
Comitia Curiaia, which certainly decided by their Votes in 
Matters of the hizheft Confequence, in making Laws, elect- 
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ing Magiftrates, and declaring War or Peace, tho’ not with- 
out the _ cearendbec of the Senate; fuchas, the Augmenta- 
tion of the Senate, after the Demolition of Alba by Tullus 
Hoftilius; which, Dionyfius intimates, was not tranfacted 
without the Confent both of Senate and People. Our Author 
infers the very fame Conclufion, from the general Nature of 
the Roman Conftitution under the Kings, which hardly dif- 
fered from an abfolute Democracy ; the Kings being eledtive, 
and the fupreme difpofing Power, in all important Cafes, 
refting with the People; as their Kings themfelves experi- 
enced, when ever they opprefled or difobliged them. 

Under the fecond Era, from the Expullion of Targuin to 
the Inftitution of the Cenfors, there are but two Inftances of 
an actual Augmentation of the Senate ; one by the two new 
Confuls, Brutus and Valerius, after the Senate had been re- 
duced to half its Number by the Oppreffions of Targuin : 
concerning this, we have nothing faid pofitively on either 
Side ; but our Author juftly infers that, confidering the great 
Power of the People at that critical Juncture, and how much 
they were carefs’d by the Confuls themfelves, it can hardly 
be imagin’d that fo important a Step was taken, or would 
have been fuffer’d, without their Concurrence. The other 
Inftance is in the Cafe of Appius Claudius, one of the Chiefs 
of the Sabine Nation, who deferted to Rome with five Thou- 
fand of his Friends and Dependents, to whom the Freedom 
of the City, and Lands were publickly affign’d, and to Appius 
himfelf a ies in the Senate; and this Dionyfius exprefsly 
fays, was done by an Order of the Senate and People; that 
is, by a Decree of the Senate, ratified and confirm’d by a 
Vote of the People : which was the legal and regular Way 
of tranfacting all public Bufinefs. From this Time to the 
Inftitution of the Cenfors, there is no Mention made of any 
Way to fupply the Senate: our Author’s Opinion is, that 
began at this Time to be regularly fupplied by the new Ma- 

iftrates, as explain’d above; afid that upon extraordinary 

pmergencies, the Confuls did, as their Predeceflors, Brutus 
and Valerius, had done at firft ; that is, they propofed to the 
People a proper Number of the moft reputable Citizens, and 
upon their Approbation, had them brought into the Senate. 

The third AZra is from the Inftitution of Cenfors, to the 
Oppreffion of the Republic ; and the whcle Difficulty of the 
Queftion is now for our Author to reconcile his Hypothefis 
with the great Power delegated to thefe Magiftrates in the 
Creation of Senators. To this End, he firft alledges the 
pofitive and decifive Teftimonies of both Cicero and Livy, in 
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his Favour ; and that the People’s confeffed Right of chufing 
Magiftrates, was in Effect the fame with that of chufing Se- 
nators. He then examines the Nature of the Cenfor’s Office ; 
which was inftituted folely to eafe the Confuls of the Fatigue 
of the general Lu/fration, to enroll formally in the Lift of 
Senators fuch Magiftrates as had born Office fince the laft 
Luftration, and to confult the Dignity and Authority of the 
Senate, by leaving out of their Roll all notorious and fcan- 
dalous Perfons: but this excluding Power was fo far from 
being decifive, that fome excluded Perfons have afterwards 
been made Cenfors themfelves: their Exclufion was properly 
only a Note of Ignominy ; whereas the People, fays CicERO 
by marking a Man with Infamy, or convitting him of any bafe 
Crime, depriv’d him at once of all Futurs Honours, and 
of all RETURN to the Senate. Our Author then enters into a 
long and curious Detail of Faéts, to afcertain the precife Limits 
of the Cenfor’s Power: we fhall juft mention two, one of which 
is a negative, and the other a pofitive Proof of his Opinion. 
The firft is, when Cato the Elder excluded from the Se- 
nate a Man of Confular Dignity, and Brother to the great 
Y%. Flammininus. The high Quality of the Perfon difgraced, 
obliged him to fet forth the greatnefs of his Crime in a fe- 
vere Speech, in which he puts him in Mind, “ that if he 
*¢ denied the Faét, with which he was charged, he might 
© defend himfelf by bringing the Matter to a Trial; if not 
«© no body would think him too feverely treated :””? Which 
fhews the legal and ordinary Method of Relief, in cafe of a 
groundlefs Exclufion, to have been + an Appeal to the Laws, 
to reverfe the Cenfor’s Decree. he other Faé&t is; wher 
Appius Claudius, the Cenfor, upon an extraordinary De- 
ficiency in the Senate, filled up the new Roll with fome of 
thofe Citizens, whofe Grandfathers had been Slaves, contra- 
ry to eftablith’d Practice ; there was not a Soul, as Livy fays, 
who looked upon this Inrallment as valid: and the firft Thing 
that the next Conful did, was to annul it by an Appeal to 
the People. Upon the whole, our Author is perfwaded, that 
through every Period of the Roman Senate, he has traced 
out from the beft Authorities, one uniform Scheme of the 
People’s Power and abfolute Right over this Affair: which 
concludes the firft part of his Treatife. But as this reaches no 
farther than to the exterior Form of the Senate, fo he is 
not unwilling to gratify the Reader, who may probably wifh 
to be introduced into the Infide of it; and to have a View 
of their Manner of proceeding within Doors: and this is the 
Bufinefs of the fecond Part. 
The 
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The firft Chapter of which, is concerning the Power and 
FSurifdidtion of the Roman Senate ; which our Author redu- 
ces to the fellowing Articles: 1.The Guardianfhip of the: pubs 
lick Religion. 2. The fettling the Number and Condition of 
the Foreign Provinces, and committing them to the Govern- 
ment of Pratorians or Con(ulars.. 3.. The Diftribution of 
the publick Treafure. 4. The Nomination of Roman Am- 
bafladors, and the Reception and Difmiffion of Foreign 
ones. 5. The decreeing of publick Thankfgivings, Ovations, 
and Triumphs. 6. The inquiiing into all publick Crimes 
committed in /taly, and the determining all Difputes among 
the allied Cities. 7. The Interpretation of the Laws, and the 
difpenfing with, or even abrogating them on certain Emer- 

encies. 8. The arming the Confuls in Times of imminent 

ites with an abfolute Power, to take Care that the Come 
mon-wealth fhould receive no Detriment. And laftly, The 
Prorogation or deferring of the popular Affemblies , the be- 
ftowing Praife, Pardon, or Reward; the declaring’ any oné 
a publick Enemy by Vote ; and the ordering a Change of 
Habit to the City, in Cafe of any imminent Danger or Ca- 
lamity. The next Chapter treats of the Right and Manner 
of fummoning the Senate; which belonged of Courfe to thé 
Confuls, and in their Abfence to the Prators and Tribunes : 
they were fummoned by a publick Edi@ ; and in extraordi+ 
nary Cafes, this Edict was publifhed through the Cities of 
Italy as well as at Rome. The third Chapter’treats of the 
“proper Places where they met; which was always in /ome 
Temple or confecrated Building, appointed at the Difcretion 

of the Confuls, and as fuited the Convenience of the Senators, 
er the Bufinefs about which they met. The Fourth, in- 
forms us of their proper Times of Meeting ; which were regu- 
larly and of Courfe on the Days called Cométial, and mark’d as 
fuch in the F@/fi, tho’ they might convene themfelves when- 
ever they faw it expedient. The Fifth relates to their different 
- Ranks or Orders, and the Method-of their Deliberations, which 
our Author defcribes very particularly and at large. The Sixth 
concerns the Force or Effect of their Decrees; which it is a 
litgle difficult to determiné precifely: it. is however certain, 
that they related chiefly to the executive Part of the Govern- 
ment, and had not the Authority of Laws; but wete ra- 
ther looked upon as the Ground-work or preparatory Step 

to a Law, with a provifional Force. The laft Chapter is 
concerning the peculiar Dignity, Honors, and Ornaments of 
@ Roman Senator; in which we have a particular Account 
“of the State with which they wete treated at Home and 
Abroad, and alfe ef their diftinguifhing Drefs and Ornaments. 

Vor. I. Ooo Our 
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Our Author has added, by Way of Appendix, fome Extracts 
from Orations and Letters of Cicero, which ferve to illuftrate 
or exemplify what he has advac’d in the Treatife‘itfelf. 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Hiftory of FRANCE fice governed by the Houfe 
of Bourson, together with ber Political Views, 
Interefts, Sc. continued. 


N the Year 1647 the City of Naples revolted, and the 
I Duke of Guife went thither to put himfelf at the Head of 
the Rebels ; but in this the Court of France, as ufual, .acted a 
very double Part, that is to fay, they fecretly encouraged the 
Duke in his Enterprize, and openly difavowed it ; which, 
however was very lucky for him, fince the Rebels being de- 
feated in the fucceeding Year, and himfelf made Prifoner, 
he faved his Life by pretending to be an Enemy to France. 
In the beginning of 1648, the States Gencral of the United 
Provinces concluded at Mun/ter a Peace with Spain, by which 
that Crown acknowledged them for an Independent Repub- 
lick, with which the Court of France was very far from be- 
ing pleafed. The Vifcount Turenne, affifted by the Swedifh 
General Vrangel, defeated the Imperialifts at Sommerhaufen 
on the feventeenth of May, 1648, after which they pillaged 
all Bavaria. *The Arch-duke Leopold had confiderable Suc- 
cefs with the Jmperial Troops in the Low Countries, where he 
made himfelf Mafter of Zens and other Places ; but the Prince 
of Condé (formerly Duke d’ Anguein) put a Stop to his Con- 
quefts, by defeating his Army near the Place laft mentioned, on 
the 20th of dugu/t, 1648 ; where the Jmperialijis loft feven 
Thoufand Men, thirty-eight Pieces of Cannon, and upwards 
of an hundred Standards and Colours. 

On the twenty-fourth of Oétober the fame Year, the Trea- 
ties of We/iphalia were concluded, which have been fo often 
mentioned, and by which France gained the Sovereignty. of 
Metz, Toul, and Verdun, of which fhe had been long in 
Pofleffion, tho’ by no better Title than that of Force. . A- 
face was likewife yielded to her by this Treaty,) to the lafting 
Prejudice of the Empire ; which gave up to her alfo the im- 
portant Places of Brifac and Philipfbourg ; fo that. the French 
were extremely weil paid for any Affiftance they had given 
to the Princes and States of Germany, in recovering their 
Liberties and fecuring their Conftitution. Thus the War 
ended on this Side as much to their Advantage as they = 
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wifh, and much more than they could.with any Reafon expect ; 
fince the Civil Diffentions were again broke out ia France 
with more Heat and Fury than had ever happened in the laft 
Reign, as we fhall prefently fee; but the War with Spain 
ftill continued, tho’ for that Reafon on the Side of France, 
with very indifferent Succefs. 

The Queen-Mother had hitherto conducted her Regency 
with Eafe to herfelf, and Reputation to the Crown of France, 
But in 1648 a Party was formed againft the Cardinal, in 
which the Parliament of Paris joined with the Prince of Conti, 
and the Princes of the Houfe of Lorrain, and carried Things 
to 2 very great Height indeed; fo high, that the Royal Au+ 
thority, which had been extended beyond all Bounds, was. of 
a fudden ftrangely curtail’d; and the Parliament affifted by 
the Princes, began to take upon them the Supreme Autho- 
rity. If this had arifen from a real Spirit of Patriotifm, or 
had been conducted by Men who meant well to their Coun- 
try, it might have been highly advantageous to the Nation ; 
but as the Pretenders to Patriotifm were Men as ambitious of 
Power as the Courtiers, and only took this Method to gain 
it, the Effeéts of their Proceedings were fo far from being 
advantageous to the People, that on the Contrary, they turned 
more to their Prejudice than the very worft Defigns of the 
Court. The Queen, who was a-Princefs of great Spirit, and 
who wel] remembered how Richelieu had fupported his Au- 
thority, was inclin’d to follow his Steps; but his Succeffor 
Mazarin, was of a milder Difpofition, and knowing that: his 
Adherents wifhed him no better in their Hearts than the, moft 
violent of his: Enemies, ufed, or affected fuch Moderation 
in his Condu&, as.raifed him many real Friends. totes 

It was by his Advice that the King fent a Declaration. to 
the Parliament, which was verified by them, to abate-Ten 
Millions in their Annual Taxes, two Millions in the Excifes 
of Paris, and eftablith the ordinary Courfe of Juftice, fo that 
no Man could be imprifoned or profecuted, but by Courfe of 
Law. If the Parliament had been contented with this, and 
had taken fair and legal Steps for eftablifhing the Govern- 
ment on a juft Foundation, Things might have gone well; 
but they were fo exalted with their Succefs, and prefumed fo 
much on the Timidity of the Cardinal Minifter, that in the 
Month of Fanuary following, the People made an Infurrecti- 
on in Paris, and obliged the King, the Queen his Mother, 
and all the Royal Family to retire with great, Precipitation to 
St. Germains ; two Days afterwards the Parliament declared 
the Cardinal an Enemy to the State, and a Difturber of the 
Publick Peace ; at the fame Time that they endeavoured to 
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raife an Army to fupport their Proceedings. The Queen 
upon this recalled the Prince of Condé with his Army, which 
blocked up the City, and tome Skirmifhes happened wherein 
there was confiderable Effufion of Blood. In about fix Weeks 
time however, a temporary Pacification enfued ; the Prince 
of Conti, and the Duke of Longueville, and the other Gran- 
dees had Places given them, 2 general Pardon was publifhed, 
and the Cardinal thereby bought his Peace. 

At Bottom however, the fame Jealoufies remained, or 
gather were increafed ; for the Parliament hated the Prince of 
Cond: for having afizfted the Queen, and defpifed the other 
Princes for deferting them. ‘The Cardinal knowing this, and 
being fenfible that his Authority could never be fecure while 
the Princes of the Blood governed all at Court, took this 
Opportunity, and in the Beginning of the Year 1650, feized 
and-imprifoned the Princes of Condy, and Conti, and the Duke 
of Longueville ; a Meafure fo far from being difliked at Paris, 
that as foon as they heard of it the People made Bonfires in 
the Streets. But long before the End of the Year Things 
came about again; the Nation in general fhewed great 
Concern for the imprifoned Princes; the Vifcount Turenne 
with a Body of four Thoufand Horfe, attempted to have fet 
them at Liberty, but fail’d ; upon which the Duke of Or- 
leans, the King’s Uncle, put himfelf at the Head of the dif- 
contented Party, who were diftinguifhed by the Name of the 
Frondeurs, which fignifies literally the S/ingers, and like moft 
Party-Appellations, ferved only to encreafe the publick Con- 
fufion, which was already but too great. 

The-Cardinal finding the Torrent turn’d againft him, and 
that he could not avoid quitting the Kingdom, refolved to 
take a bold Step before his Departure; and accordingly went 
in Perfon to Havre, where the Princes were confer, and 
having fet them at Liberty, fet out immediately for Liege. 
The People of Paris were no fooner informed that the Princes 
were free, than they lighted Bonfires in their Streets, with as 
much Zeal and Sincerity-as they had done on the News of 
their Confinement. This Tranfaction happened in February, 
1651, and during that whole Year Things went ftrongly 
againft the Cardinal, in fo much that the King was forced 
to 'publifh a Declaration excluding all Strangers from ‘his 
Council, and even all French Cardinals, as too much addicted 
%© the Pope. But this was fo far from giving Satisfaction, 
thar the Prince of Condé, in Conjunction with the Duke of 
Orizans and other Princes of the Blood, proceeded to raifé an 
Army, and fo enter into fecret Engagements with = 
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The Court upon this fecing no Hopes of an Accommodation, 
and having more need than ever of the Cardinal’s Advice, 
tefolved to recall him, of which the Parliament being inform- 
ed, in the Month of December following fet a Price upoa 
his Head. a 

In the Beginning of the fucceeding Year, 1652, the Car- 
dinal returned under an Efcort of fix thoufand Men, ‘com- 
manded by the Marquis de Hocquincourt, who for this great 
Service was made a Marfhal of France. A new Civil Wag 
was now opened, and the King tho’ of Age to govern by 
himfclf, faw his Capital and feveral other of the chief Cities 
in his Kingdom declare againft him ; the Prince of Cond: had 
alfo an Advantage over the new Marfhal, and ‘if it had not 
been for the Prudence of the Vifcount Turenne, now reconciled 
to the Court, had entirely defeated the King’s Troops.’ On 
the fecond of Fuly another Battle was fought, when the 
Malecontents had been totally routed, if the Daughter of the 
Duke of Orleans had not caufed the Cannon of the Bafille 
to be fired upon the King’s Troops, and received the Atmy 
of the Prince of Condé into the City of Paris. The Kin 
upon this removed the Parliament of Paris to Pontoife, an 
in Auguft Cardinal Mazarin once more retired out of the 
Kingdom. ‘Things however took another Turn towards the 
latter End of the Year, The Prince of Condé and the Duke 
of Orleans quitted Paris; the King went thither, the Par- 
liament fubmitted entirely, and in February, 1655, the Car- 
dinal returned in Triumph’; the King and his Brother went 
two Leagues out of Town to meet him, the Magiftcates 
went in a Body to compliment him, and the People by their 
Bonfires exprefs’d their Joy for his Return. The Prince of 
Conti foon after married the Cardinal’s Niece, and moft of 
the Places held for his Brother the Prince of Condé, furren- 
dered to the King, 

On the twenty-eighth of 4pril, 1654, his Majefty in Par- 
liament declared that Prince a Rebel, and deprived of all. hjs 
Employments. On the feventh of Fung following, the Ki 
was crown’d at Rheims, and at the fame Time took a folemn 
Oath never to pardon Duels. “The War continued all this 
Time with Spain, and the laft-mentionéd Crown gained 
feveral Advantages, and had gained more if Cromwell, wha 
then held the fupreme Power in England, had not contrary ta 
all the Rules of Policy as well as futtice, affifted the French. 
both by Land and Sea, fo much to the Prejudice of the Bak 
lance of Power in poral 1 that the Effects of his ill Conduct 
in this Particular are felt to this Day. The Spaniards find- 
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ing themfelves in no Capacity of maintaining a War againft 
France.and England at the fame Time, willingly liftened 
to Propofitions of Peace, which was concluded on the feventh 
of November, 1659, and is that which is ftiled the Peace of the 
Pyrenees ; and on the ninth of Fune, 1660, Lewis the X1Vth 
efpoufed the Infanta Maria There/a; in Confequence of which 
the Prince of Condé obtained his Pardon, the Duke of Zor- 
raine was rcftored to his Dominions, and France had a fair 
Profpe& of Quict at Home and Abroad. The Duke of 
Orleans, Unkle to the King, dying about this Time, as the 
Cardinal did on the ninth of March 1661, leaving behind a 
a gr Fortune to his Family, with this Advice to the 

ing, that he fhould never truft any Minifter with the like 
Power. ‘Thus ended this Period. 

The King was now in the twenty third Year of his Age ; 
and though he had not difcovered in his Youth, cither. a 
ftrong Inclination or great Capacity for Learning, yet his 
Education had neither been negleéted, as fome have written, 
nor, as others have fuggefted, was the Care taken in this 
refpeét thrown away upon the King, whofe Parts, if they 
were not quick, were however folid, and whofe want of fome 
little Scholaftick Accomplifhments was abundantly fupplied by 
the Evennefs of his Temper, and the Strength. of his Judg- 
ment. The Cardinal obferving the Weaknefs of his Con- 
ftitution while a Child, was more careful of his Health, than 
of his Studies; and as that grew more confirmed, he cauf- 
ed Kim to be taught his Exercifes, which he performed very 
gracefully, as he hada very fine Perfon. As he grew up, 
the Cardinal took Care to inftru& him by his Coaverfationg - 
to make him well acquainted with the Affairs of his King- 
dom, and with the true Character of all the confiderable 
Perfons in it ; of which his Majefty was very capable, had 
naturally a Turn to Bufinefs, and could apply himfelf to it 
with Diligence, and tranfact it with all the Dignity becom- 
ing his Rank. He had a great Deference for that Minifter, 
and the more fo perhaps, becaufe, he infpired him with a 
Diffidence for every body elfe. 

Before the Death of the Cardinal, his Majefty was not fo 
much confidered as he ought to have been. The old Cour- 
tiers addicted themfelves to that Minifter, and to the Queen 
Mothet ; the younger ones apply’d themfelves to the Sur- 
Intendant of the Finances, Mr. Fouguet, a Man of lively as 
well as great Abilities ; and who flattered himfelf with the 
Hopes of fucceeding the Cardinal, though he had declared 
himfelf pretty openly againft him, and had engaged in fome 
Intrigues that were afterwards fatal to him. a 
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The King began his Adminiftration with removing that 
Minifter ; and he did it with fome Circumftances that were 
only excufable in a young Man, that is to fay, he careffed him 
exceedingly to render him fecure, and went in Perfon to Nantes 
at the Time. he was arrefted, as if that had been an Affair of 
Importance or Difficulty. The Queen Mother was drawn 
to confent to this by a Lady who was much in her Favour 5 
but fhe very foon repented it, for the King allowed her little 
or no Share in the Management of Affairs afterwards, tho’ 
he treated her always with much Decency and Refpect. 
Mr. Colvert, who was of Scots Extraction, and a Creature of 
the late Cardinal’s, fucceeded him in the Adminiftration of the 
Finances, withthe Title of Comptroller-General, the Poft 
of Sur -Intendant being fupprefled. ‘This Man had great 
Parts, and a moft extenfive Genius: he faw the King’s Hu- 
mour and flattered it ; he put him upon making himfelf ab- 
folute in the utmoft fenfe of the Word ; by his Advice he 
took from the Parliament of Paris all Power, but. that of 
regiftering his Ediéts, againft which they were for fome time 
allowed the Liberty of remonftrating after they were regifter- 
ed ; but of this they were by degrees deprived. 

Thefe and fome other Steps of a like Tendency were 
taken ata Time of all others the moft favourable that could 
be wifhed for the King’s Purpofe; there were few of the great 
Lords in France that retained any thing of their former 
Power ; the Prince of Conde was but juft pardoned, and had rea- 
fon to avoid reviving the Memory of paft Offences ; the King’s 
Brother, now Duke of Orleans, who had married the Prin- 
cefs Henrietta of Great. Britain, was young, and much addigted 
to his Pleafures, fo that there was no body leit to oppofe the 
Defigns of the Court ; and they were carried fo luckily, that 
the oppofing them very foon became impracticable. ‘rhe three 
Minifters then at the Head of Affairs were /e Tellier, Colbert, 
and de Lionne, who had Addrefs enough, while they governed 
all Things, to perfuade their Mafter that they were barely his 
Creatures, and did nothing but in purfuance of his Direétions. 
It muft be confeffed that they were all of them very great and 
able Minifters ; but unfortunately for France and for her Neigh- 
bours, they had nothing at Heart but the complete Execution 
of the Plan of the two Cardinals, which confifted in making 
their Countrymen Slaves, and extending the Power, or at 
leaft the Influence of their Mafter over all Chriftendom. 

The King bought of Charles Il. the Port of Dunkirk, 
which the Cardinal had been forced to deliver up to Crom- 
well, the Importance of which was not wel] known, or at 
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leaft confidered by the Engl Court. This did not hinder 
Lewis XIV. from taking part with the Dutch in the War 
they were engaged in againft England; and he did it with a 
View of weakening the Maritime Powers, having at that 
Time formed Defigns againft them both; and in thishe was 
but too fuccefsful; for while they were ruining each other’s 
Fleets, he was raifing and increafing his, which became quick- 
ly more confiderable than it had ever been under any of his 
Bredesen, In the Spring of the Year 1667, while this War 
continued, he fell very unexpectedly, as well as very unjuft- 
ly upon the Spanifh Low-Countries, under Pretence of main- 
taining the Rights of his Queen, and took a great many 
ftrong Towns in a very fhort Space of Time. This effeétu- 
ally opened the Eyes of the Englifh and Dutch, who very 
foon compromifed their Differences by the Treaty of Breda, 
and quickly after concluded the famous Triple Alliance (the 
Crown of Sweden making the third Power) with a View of 
fetting Bounds to France. This was indeed the wifeft and 
moft effectual Step that was ever taken for that Purpofe, in 
as much as the Allies declared roundly to the French Court, 
that they were refolved to take Part in the War againft her, 
if it was not fpeedily concluded by a fair and equal Peace. 
This produced the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapeile, which was 
concluded the 2d of May 1668, by which France gave: up 
the Franche Comte which fhe had conquered, but fhe kept 
many large Diftriéts in the Low Countries, and feveral Cities 
and Towns of great Importance ; fueh as Namur, Charleroy, 
4eth, Doway, foram, Lifle, and many others. 
(To be continued.) | 


Th END of Numaer XXV. 














